HENRY CLAY HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND
SYLLABUS
Course Title:

Advanced Marching Band

Times:

Camp/After-school/Saturday rehearsal schedule
available at www.henryclayband.org under Band
Calendar

Teachers:

Mr. Kite, Mr. Bayerle, and Justin Fisher

Contacts:

william.kite@fayette.kyschools.us
jeffrey.bayerle@fayette.kyschools.us

Band Office Phone:

(859)381-3441

Website/Class Calendar: http://www.henryclayband.org
Objectives:
This course is designed to provide students with an experience in
marching band. Students will learn the fundamentals and technique of marching
and performing a field show. This course meets outside the Henry Clay High
School instructional day beginning in mid July continuing through early
November. Regular after school rehearsals and Friday/Saturday performances
are required for successful completion of this course. All students are required to
attend and complete summer band camp as a part of the course.
PREREQUISITE: Students must be enrolled in a Henry Clay High School music
performance course (band, orchestra, or chorus) except for color guard
members. Students must have prior playing experience and are admitted
through AUDITION ONLY. This class serves as an elective credit as part of the
graduation requirements at Henry Clay High School.
Band is considered a “co-curricular class” meaning that students are required to
attend rehearsals and performances outside of the school day. Students should
NOT elect band class if they are unable to rehearse and perform at times
occurring outside and apart from regular school hours. All performances and
extra rehearsals are considered mandatory and are calculated into students’
class averages and overall high school GPA.

GRADING:
PERFORMANCES/MAJOR EXAMS
50%
-Any missed performance automatically results in a complete loss of points in
this category, making it difficult to pass this course for the semester.
-This category includes mid-term, final exams, and other major unit exams.
DAILY PARTICIPATION/PREPARATION
50%
-Students earn FULL, PARTIAL, or ZERO credit for each rehearsal.
-Full credit is awarded to students who are prompt, present,
prepared, and professional.
-Partial credit may be given if the student is tardy, leaves early, or is
somewhat unprepared for rehearsal.
-Zero credit is given to any student who is absent from rehearsal, who
is tardy and leaves early, who is completely unprepared for rehearsal,
or who provides any distraction to directors, staff, or fellow members
during rehearsals.
TOTAL GRADE
100%
Each student is expected to develop in all areas of musical development.
Grading will be frequent, consistent, and crucial to the success of each student.
Please notice the most important portion of the semester grade is in
PERFORMANCE. All other aspects are designed to enhance student performance.
Goals:
The HCHS Marching Band will experience the fundamentals of playing,
style, and visual work to perfect preparation of standard or other diverse pieces
of Band literature and visual concepts and design. Students will have a positive
musical experience and use material from this class to grow as musicians. The
Marching Band will prepare for successful performances at school, in the
community, and throughout the state and region.

Henry Clay High School
Advanced Marching Band Course
Attendance Policy
Dear marching band students and families:
It is important to understand the commitment, value, and role of attendance as
it relates to participation with the Henry Clay Marching Band. The Henry Clay Marching
Band Program has a long standing history and tradition of excellence. This history and
tradition has been evident and proven through years of work by committed students
and their families. This commitment requires time, energy, effort, and diligent
participation through outstanding attendance. The “family” and “team” concept
necessary for any successful marching band comes through responsibility and reliance
on each and every individual. The “family” cannot succeed without every student being
present and accountable. Many athletic teams have starting players, bench players, and
those hoping to make the team in future years. When one player falters, another player
is there to take their place. The marching band consists of entirely starting members.
There are no players to fill in spaces when a player falters or fails. It is not possible to
replace a member or simply “fill in a spot” on the team. Each and every member must
be accountable to him or herself and to the team. The following policy outlines the
expectation of attendance and participation in the Henry Clay High School Marching
Band and will be reflected in student grades for this advanced credit course.
The marching band will rehearse at least 2 days per week from 3:45-6:15 PM and
at least 1 day per week from 3:45-7:15 PM. In addition, there are several Friday night
Football game performances and numerous Saturday rehearsals and performances with
an occasional other altered rehearsal *(See Band Calendar for rehearsal schedule at
www.henryclayband.org).*

Please understand that ALL REHEARSALS and PERFORMANCES are
required and considered mandatory for participation in the Henry Clay
High School Advanced Marching Band course.
In rare circumstances, it may be necessary for a student to be absent from a rehearsal.
Students will be allowed up to 3 excused absences from rehearsals for the entire
season under the following conditions:
1.) The situation is an emergency- emergency/serious illness or injury or death in
the family. Written notice should be submitted immediately upon return and
staff should be notified via phone call or e-mail as to the student’s location and
status at the time of the incident as the Henry Clay High Band is responsible for
each student’s whereabouts.

2.) Henry Clay High School approved leave where at least 1 full week of notice is
given through written communication via email, hand written note, Doctor note,
or the “Rehearsal Excuse Form” (see website forms). Understand that a “leave”
of any kind must be approved well in advance of the absence. We will not
approve any leave with less than 1 week notice. This would be considered an
unexcused absence.
3.) A tardy will be defined as follows: missing any portion of a rehearsal (arriving
late, leaving early, or missing a portion in the middle of rehearsal) 2 tardies
constitutes and equals 1 absence. An excused tardy must also be approved at
least 1 full week in advance and an emergency tardy must be accompanied by
documentation immediately upon arrival. All other tardies are considered
unexcused and count against participation.
Consequence for any absence/tardy beyond 3 excused absences:
Student loses participation points applied to their individual grade and the
student may NOT be eligible to perform with the band at the following
performance or competition and could possibly be removed from the program.
*Please understand that while an absence/tardy may be granted excused, a student may
NOT be eligible to march and perform the following performance. An excused absence
results in the student’s spot being reserved for them in the show upon their return, but
does not guarantee the student will march the following performance for preparation
and safety reasons.*
Unexcused absences are NOT permitted at any point during the season and are
grounds for dismissal from the marching portion of the program. This “team and
family” is dependent upon each and every student. Unexcused absences cannot and
will not be tolerated. These absences are irresponsible and detrimental to the entire
group and team concept. In addition, students should not participate in marching band
if they are unable to perform at ALL scheduled performances.
I have read, agree to, and fully understand the Henry Clay High School Marching
Band Attendance Policy. I certify that I am committed to the program and will be
diligent in my work ethic. I am aware that I am part of a family/team that is depending
and relying on me to be responsible, accountable, and present for ALL scheduled
rehearsals and performances. I will do my best to uphold the history and tradition of
excellence in the Henry Clay High School Band Program.
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